Changing the Atmosphere

Read 2 Kings 6:24-7:16

When reading 2 Kings 6 and 7, you can just imagine what must have been the atmosphere and attitudes of the people of Samaria when living and dying under the siege of Syria.  The economy was devastated so much that worthless things were being sold at unbelievable prices (2Kg 6:25).  The moral climate was so dark that mothers offered and consumed their own children. (6:26-29). The level of faith in God to help was dismal beginning with the leaders.  (6:27, 30-31, 7:2).  I don’t know that we could even begin to compare the spiritual atmospheres in America with how bad it was in besieged Samaria.

But there were four lepers who acted out of complete privation and desperation (7:3-8).  I don’t know if it was faith that moved them or something else.  It sounded more like desperate resignation than faith.  But God used the actions of these four to completely change the atmosphere in Samaria within a twenty-four hour period.

Chapter 7, verse 16 says, “Then the people went out and plundered the tents of the Syrians. So a seah (about 8 gal) of fine flour was sold for a shekel, and two seahs of barley for a shekel, according to the word of the LORD.”

Think of it!  Four outcasts changed the economic, moral and faith atmosphere of a city because they said, "Why do we sit here until we die."  It seems that it was more desperation than faith.  But, it was something God could use to bring about the word of the prophet.  Within 24 hours everything changed!  I mean one day dove's manure was selling for premium prices.  A day later the best flour and barley was selling for bargain prices!  Basically, normality was restored to Samaria.  Everything changes when people with nothing to loose decide that movement toward possible success, even if it looks like probable failure, is better than doing nothing.

When I consider the atmosphere and the attitudes of God’people, I’m convinced that there needs to be more than dissatisfaction with the current spiritual climate.  Everyone in Samaria was dissatisfied (to say the least) just as  many in America’s churches are dissatisfied.  My question is; are there any who are so desperate that they will say, “Why sit here till we die?”
