The Strength of a Word

September 13, 2010

What a precious Saturday and Sunday we have shared together. I have been making a statement for quite some time now.  The statement is not original with me, but it has become so important to me that I have claimed it as from the Lord. It is this: “One word from the Lord can change your life!” If that sounds over simplistic that let me challenge you to go through a concordance, or look it up in Scripture however you know how, and find how many times the Lord sent a word to one of the “Heroes of the faith” and see how that one word sent them in another direction, restored them to a right direction or encouraged them in a current direction when they were weary or tempted to give up. The end result being the will of the Lord being done and the Name of the Lord receiving praise. 

It doesn’t matter how the word comes. It may come while praying or meditating on a certain scripture.  It may come to you like it did to Elijah, in a soft, quiet voice (1Kings 19:12). It may come to you by the obedient voice of one of God’s prophets like it did through Isaiah to King Hezekiah (Isaiah 38:4-5 ff). Whatever venue or method the Lord uses, if you are willing to submit to the direction of that word, then that word will change your life!

In America, preaching has become an art form, a church growth tool with the aim of pleasing the crowd and gathering a following.  Preaching is viewed much of the time as just a man’s opinion, or one’s particular slant on the meaning of Scripture.  That may be because it has been treated by many ministers in such an anemic way that our culture no longer expects anything more.  I believe that when the Word of God is declared that, today as in the days of its original writing, it has the power to transform the receptive life. One way to look at is that the power of a word to you is latent. It is latent because its power is awaiting the switch of faith to make it active.  Like the seed that falls to the ground has the power to produce, it only does so if it is not snatched away by the birds of the air (the enemy of the producing Word) or if the ground is receptive to that Word.

Before you end this day, and / or as you are beginning the new day, turn to Psalm 119:105 and read the certainty of the Lord’s word, “Thy Word IS a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” (Emphasis mine) Think about that one claim of Scripture and make it your own, today.

You are loved!

Pastor James

Declare: This is the day the Lord has made, I will rejoice.  I will say that which the Lord has said over my life.  I will rejoice and say, “The name of the Lord is my strong tower and I will run into if for safety.  I will rejoice as I say “the battle is not mine to fight, but it is the Lord’s!”  I will create glory around me by rehearsing the words, “The Lord God is a sun and shield: the Lord will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from me as I walk uprightly.”  I will declare the purpose of the Lord over me and say, “He who began this good work in me will be faithful to complete it!” I will make myself rejoice in the face of any difficulty and say, “I can do all things through Christ who give me the strength.” AMEN (So be it)!

